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Introduction 

 
I want you to work with you and this is my portfolio. 
 
When an artist interviews for a job, they bring examples of their work so the 
employer can decide if they are a good fit for the company or project. Authentic 
Tarot readers have more in common with artists than they do with stage show 
mentalists or movie psychics. From cave paintings to Da Vinci, art has many 
different styles and genres. No two artists are exactly alike. No two psychic 
intuitives are exactly alike. There is no ultimate psychic authority. There is no official 
right or wrong way to do a Tarot reading. Tarot is artistry and spirituality, not rules 
and regulations. One thing is certain. If you read this booklet, a Tarot reading with 
me should meet or exceed your expectations because you will know exactly what to 
expect in advance. 
 
There aren’t many Tarot portfolios around. So how do you know who is a good 
match to do your psychic reading? The best advice, of course, is follow your own 
instincts. Pay attention to your deep down, reflex feelings when you look at a 
website or advertisement. Because of religious and cultural prejudices that linger in 
some parts of the country, many of the best psychics and Tarot readers are still 
very quiet about what they do. It may take some research, asking around or visiting 
small, local “new age” bookstores to find anyone at all. Once you find someone who 
does readings, talk to them for a minute and ask reasonable questions. Don’t pour 
out your heart to a stranger or try to get an impromptu free reading over the 
phone. Instead, ask practical questions like location, prices, payment, scheduling 
and so on. Their demeanor in a non-Tarot conversation will give you a sense of the 
level professionalism they will bring to the reading itself. If they seem evasive, 
impatient or leave you feeling uncertain, then honor those feelings and look for 
someone else. If it feels right and you can afford it, try a session. If it is a good 
match, you’ll know right away. A good psychic or Tarot session inspires, empowers 
and reassures you. A reading should never frighten you, or make you feel judged as 
if you have done something wrong.  If it isn’t a good experience, simply try again 
with someone else. A mis-match in style or personality doesn’t necessarily mean 
that the reader is doing anything wrong. By the same token, you should never take 
it personally or feel that a bad session was your fault for “not believing” or any such 
nonsense. Of course, always use plenty of common sense to steer clear of scams. 



“Psychics” that make outrageous promises or make repeating or increasing 
demands on your time (and money) should be approached with caution.  
 
Thanks to the Internet, no matter where you live, you can get affordable, expert, 
caring Tarot readings. Distance Tarot is my specialty, and we’ll talk about that in 
more  detail in the full version of TaoCraft Portfolio. In this edition, we’ll look at the 
basic structure underneath all of my readings, both distance and in-person. No 
matter whether we work face-to-face or remotely, no matter whether we are 
working with Tarot, Reiki or Meditation, I follow the same ethics and standards that 
applied in my mainstream medical work. My policies are transparent, written in 
plain English, and found in the “Fine Print” chapter at the end of this booklet. 
 
Following your instincts, combined with a little common sense can help you find an 
excellent psychic. I hope that once you read this, your instincts will be to get a 
reading with me.  
 
I want to work with you and this is my portfolio. 
 

   



The Bones Of It 

The details of a person’s face is unique to them, but underneath we all share 
basically the same skeleton. Tarot is a bit like that. The details of your reading are 
totally unique and for you alone. Party readings are a little different depending on 
the size of the party and the time allowed, but all of the individual readings I do 
have the same core pattern and structure.  

Introduction: We will  talk about the questions or concerns that brought you to the 
reading. For distance readings this happens during the ordering process. It is 
usually just a sentence or two, but that is all it takes for me to connect with your 
energy and your message. To speed things up during ordering you can use the 
“instructions to the merchant ” or “customize” buttons to let me know your 
question, if you have one. Questions do not have to be detailed or specific. You can 
just give a general topic, like career, romance or what-have-you. It is perfectly fine 
to leave a reading completely open and not ask a question at all. Some of the best 
readings happen when we let the energy lead the way. Talk or type, the short 
introduction of seeing (or hearing) your name and your question (or your 
permission for an open reading) is the thing that connects my intuition to your 
message and gets the process started.  

Card Shuffle and Layout: In distance readings I simply shuffle until it intuitively 
feels right. In a live reading I’ll ask you how many times you want the deck to be 
shuffled or cut the deck and let you choose - little things that show the cards are 
truly randomized and just for you. The cards are placed on the table face up in the 
layout pattern that you ordered. In person, we will use the 7 card layout. Party 
readings vary from 1 to 5 cards, depending on the size of the event. With distance 
Tarot, you have your choice of 1 card up to the same 7 card layout used in the live 
sessions. I will take a photo of your cards and include that in the email document. 
At different times of the year, I offer specialty layouts like the “Zombie Cat yes or 
no” at Halloween and “Seasons of the Year” at New Year. 

General Pattern: We look at the cards as a whole picture. This can include things 
like major vs minor arcana, distribution of the minor suits, repeating numbers, 
where cards cluster within the layout, or any purely intuitive impressions that may 
appear. 



Card by card: We talk about each card individually including its meaning, the 
meaning of its position within the layout and the type of message it is giving (advice, 
caution, or validation) 

Summary "psychic reading": This puts all the cards back together in one 
summary. In this part we also listen for any purely intuitive information that might 
come through whether it is directly related to your cards or not. This is a chance to 
hear things that are needed, even if they are not requested or expected. There is 
NO guarantees about the information that will come through here. No one gets 
everything, but most of the time some sort of helpful intuitive message comes 
through; colors, crystals, aromatherapy, spirit guides, and on very rare occasions, 
crossed over loved ones. 

Sigil Element / Intuitive Doodles: In a live session, I take handwritten notes as we 
go along for you to keep. If any mental images come up, I'll draw shapes to help 
show you what I'm seeing in my mind’s eye. Great art they are not. If anything these 
little psychic doodles look like petroglyphs, hieroglyphs or some kind of circuit 
schematics. If you want, you can use those shapes to create a sigil, or power 
symbol. In the handwritten "InkMagick" Tarot readings I create a more complex sigil 
element from pure intuition at the beginning of the reading.  Sigil elements are only 
included in InkMagick pen and paper readings. 

   



Turn of a Friendly Card: The Layout Patterns 

No matter which of these layouts you choose, the reading progresses in the same 
fundamental way we talked about in the last chapter. Most of these layouts are 
only available by email. The seven card reading is the only one I do for individual 
live sessions and InkMagick readings. Phone and video readings have both the 
seven and five card layouts to choose from.  
 
The most important thing to remember about any of the layouts is simply this: 
NONE of them predict the future. I specifically wrote ALL of them to give the 
greatest possible respect to your choices and your actions. The one card meditation 
is ubiquitous, as old as Tarot readings. The Pathway layout is the old 
past-present-future layout with a more modern, choice oriented spin. The five card 
“Modern Oracle” and the seven card “expanded Modern Oracle” layouts are my 
creations. Both build on my modernized version of the pathway reading. Four 
seasons is also my layout that gives you ideas, themes or navigation points for the 
year ahead. Zombie cat is an embellished version of an old yes/no layout of 
unknown origin that was taught to me many years ago by Joy Hamilton. 
 

Tarot doesn’t tell you what will happen in life. 
Tarot helps you decide what to do when life happens 

 
One Card Meditation: This is just as it says, a single card. This is helpful for both 
ends of the Tarot experience and focus spectrum.  
 
On one hand, the one card meditation is an excellent way for absolute beginners to 
learn the Tarot deck. It has the broadest focus of any reading. It can be a large, 
vague idea, intended for you to ponder it throughout the day and see how it 
unfolds for you. I use them as general audience readings in the blog. Blog and 
YouTube one card meditations are softly focused because they are only intended to 
get a feel for the general cultural energies and be a small help to as many people as 
possible.  
 
On the other hand, an experienced reader can use a one card reading with laser 
focus to get a sharp but narrow insight on a specific question, or to get a quick 
update on a question that has already been explored in a larger card layout. I 
typically reserve these tightly focused one card readings for long-time clients who 
have had multiple longer readings for a well understood ongoing issue. For the 



most part, I follow my intuition which level of focus is needed in any given one card 
reading. 
 
Three Card Pathway: This layout shows a progression through time and the path 
you are on but does not predict the future. It tells you how to put your best foot 
forward, and helps you move toward the future you wish to create. This layout 
includes 
 

● Lessons From the Past: things you have done well or lessons you have 
learned that you can bring forward to help you now. 

● Current Situation: Energies around you now that are asking for your 
attention or can help you understand the current circumstances 

● Moving Forward: Ideas to help you move forward well, and move toward the 
future you wish to find, not predict what will happen or not happen. 

 
Five Card Modern Oracle: This one is named for my old website and original 2003 
Tarot presence in Pittsburgh. It starts with the pathway cards then adds 
 

● Advice and Choices: This is a card to show the place where you can make the 
biggest difference in your path. It is a pivot point. You can use the energies 
here to change the direction of your current path if you choose to change, or 
you can use it to help stay on course if you like the way things are going. 

● Alternative path: This card hints at other energy paths that are easily open to 
you if you want to change or shows alternatives that are worth considering 
even if you don’t ultimately choose them. 

 
Seven Card Expanded Modern Oracle: This is the largest layout that I offer. In my 
experience, larger readings deteriorate into circular logic and contradictions very 
easily. This layout provides detail, but stays focused. It builds on the Modern Oracle 
five card spread using the pathway cards, the advice and alternative cards, but adds 
 

● Helpful Energies: Things that are working in your favor and can act like a 
wind at your back when you are on the right path. 

● Potential Challenges: Again, this does not predict. This is simply a heads-up 
to potential problems. Keep an eye out for them, and you can act to prevent 
problems or take care of them early on before big problems arise. 

 
Four Seasons: This layout is especially popular at New Years, graduations, 
anniversaries and birthdays. It gives one card for each season of the coming year in 



order, so you can get the reading at any time of year. Each season card gives a 
theme for each three month period. Then it gives a single card that is the 
overarching theme for the year as a whole. 
 
Zombie Cat’s Yes or No Tarot: This is a simple yes or no answer to any one yes or 
no question. Zombie Cat is a character I created in the Tarotbytes blog on 
ModernOracleTarot.com in 2014. These readings are lighthearted, just for fun, and 
come with a liberal sprinkling of snark and humor.  Zombie Cat readings are 100% 
guaranteed to contain words, but have a 50% chance of being dead wrong. 
 
 
 
 

 
  



 
 

Example Reading 

What follows is an actual email Tarot reading. It was graciously donated by the 
client specifically to serve as an example for those who are curious about how 
TaoCraft Tarot works. Any personally identifying information has been changed or 
removed to protect their privacy. To get a feel for a live, in-person session,  think of 
this as a transcript. The things I say in live Tarot sessions are identical to the things I 
type in email sessions, because they both have the same basic bones and structure.  

I think of the process as translation more than anything. Intuition speaks in mental 
images, words, sounds, feelings, even fragrance. My job as a psychic intuitive is to 
translate spirit’s whispers into actual words and language that you can use. I’m the 
messenger. What follows is one person’s message. Your message will be unique, 
and just for you. 

For: XXXX 
Month day, year 
 
Your Cards Today Are: 

● Lessons from the Past: King of Pentacles (Coins) 
● Current Situation: Three of Swords 
● Moving Forward: King of Swords 

 
General Pattern 

 
All cards are minor arcana, which in a layout this small is no real statistical surprise. 
Intuitively it feels like a bit of reassurance, that nothing really major is stirring the 
energies for you right now. It is all pretty business as usual more than it's not. It has 
a feeling that business as usual for you entails being really good at what you do. 
Business as usual is kicking butt and taking names from the feel of it. In that vein, it 
feels like a very plain-talking, no nonsense kind of reading. It also feels like most of 
the reading energy is pointing toward work and career thoughts, which would go 
right along with having a coins card right off the bat like that. The repetitions are 
asking for attention. You have two swords, which connote action, the element of 
air, intellect and logic, authority, or your connection with society and culture at 
large. Knit all of that together and my attention is pulled to using cold, calculating 
intellect when it comes to work, especially when dealing with the authority 



structure, or any vying for promotions or power within the structure of the 
workplace. "Power Play" comes to mind along with an old episode of M*A*S*H 
where the Colonel accuses someone (Frank? Hotlips? Klinger?) of "going over my 
head so many times I'm getting athletes scalp" I guess the shorthand for that would 
be watch out for power playing brown nosers at work. The other repetition is the 
two kings. Kings connote leadership. It feels like the situation may be asking you for 
leadership, confidence, self-starting, standing up for yourself....even if you are 
already good at that, it feels like the skills you have will be put through their paces, 
and you may even be pushed a tiny bit outside your comfort zone in that respect. I 
'hear' (meaning the intuition comes as words instead of feelings or images) to 
"Hang on and be brave" There was a great meme about spirit guides with a 
laughing woman on a roller coaster labeled “my spirit guides” and a screaming boy 
labeled “me” sitting beside her as they go down a steep hill labeled “life lesson.” 
Your guides feel like they are reminding you they won't lead you anywhere you are 
not ready to go, but since you are ready...buckle up baby! 
 

Background & Context 
King of Coins 

 
This part is the reminder of competence you have, and that you are more than 
ready to meet leadership challenges at work, or any other part of life, really. The 
King of Coins as a card connotes wealth and success, so a note of reassurance 
there again. I hear "build on past skills and successes." I'm not clear whether that 
means to use the skills and knowledge that you have in hand to fullest advantage, 
or to build new skills and expand your knowledge and experience...or both. It 
doesn't feel like a job change as much as an expansion of the current situation. 
 

Current Situation 
Three of Swords 

 
Classically, this tends to be a bit darker, more dire card across all of the decks and 
references that I have. Often it will set me off on maternal lecture mode about 
being safe, keys out, park under lights, and all that usual lecture....but not so much 
for you today. This feels more petty than malicious. It isn't the devil or dark side 
card for good reason. This feels petty, and small, and contained to one aspect of 
life, like office politics. "Watch out for petty backstabbers" comes to mind. Very 
office politics, but also heavy on the petty....like an annoying mosquito that can 
drive you mad if you let it, or just brush it away. The more calm, detached, 
intellectual and swords / mental-focus the better. 



 
Moving Forward 
King of Swords 

 
You know how I read cards...the cards have suit, element, layout position, and 
general card meaning. But each card, based on all that other stuff, can have a 
different spin or 'flavor' of message; advice (something to consider doing) caution 
(something to consider avoiding) or validation (acknowledgement, encouragement, 
cosmic thank you) There has been a lot of validation energy so far. This has a little 
more of an advice spin. The card feels less like it pertains to you and more like it 
represents an ally...someone in the hierarchy at work who you can cultivate a 
working relationship with, who can be a mentor of sorts. "Have your back" comes 
to mind. Like someone who knows your skills, sees your potential. It feels like it 
might be literally a male figure of some sort. Does any of this ring a bell for you? I'm 
not sure how else to understand the card, because it has a not-you feel. The card 
may instead be trying to point you to someone close to you who can help you sort 
out some of the symbolism given by the card so far. Looking at this card on the 
Internet to see it from a variety of Tarot decks might give you some ideas of the 
message that is trying to get through. Beyond that it is dark - meaning no signal, not 
evil or bad kind of dark. It feels like this card is giving one short message right now: 
seek out a mentor or ally at work. 
 

Summary 
 

This part is like a psychic "cold reading" where I’ll  give you any impressions that 
come to mind. In readings that have a topic or question, this part might connect to 
the question or the cards....or it might not. In an open reading like this one, it just 
stays in the open frame of mind. 
 
Often it starts with colors, or crystals or both. In this case I see citrine. It associates 
with the solar plexus chakra, and therefore confidence. Wear or carry it for 
confidence at work. It also resonates with the King cards, and the coins suit because 
the golden color has to do with wealth, career, luck and to some extent leadership. 
I taste butterscotch, with lemon scent in the background. That might be a 
continuation of the golden color associations. Butterscotch may symbolize comfort, 
while lemon in aromatherapy is very cleansing and energizing. Lemon may be 
important relevant to work, as diffusing some lemon fragrance, lighting a lemon 
scented candle, or using anything lemon after work might do two things...first it 
would be a clear transition signal. It could remind you work is done, clear any 



annoyances or negativity from your day, and let you know to shift into 
family/home/private life mode. It will also lift your energy...stress or pettiness at 
work can put an extra drain on your energies. Lemon could help neutralize that and 
lift your energy after a long day. Don't use citrus oils on your skin if you will be in 
sunlight within the next 12 hours...it can cause sun sensitivity. Also don't put it on 
your skin if you have autoimmune diseases as it enhances immunity (a good thing 
in cold/flu season for most people) 
 
And there the energies step back. I hope this helps! 
 
Best Wishes, 
Ronda 
   



 

Meet Your Reader 

I’ve been reading Tarot and Oracle cards since the early 1990s. At first I read just for 
myself and a few very close friends. Around 1991 to my great relief and happiness, I 
finally worked up the courage to leave evangelical Christianity. As I explored a 
whole new world of spirituality and philosophy, Taoism and Tarot always came 
naturally.  Time and time again, Taoism and Tarot were a source of strength and 
inspiration, always just what I needed just when I needed it the most. 
 
That, plus I was just too cheap to pay the huge phone rates to talk to those 
oh-so-popular telephone psychics of the time. 
 
It turns out I had a knack for doing intuitive readings, and my best friend suggested 
that I try my hand at doing professional readings online. My Ph.D dissertation was 
on the horizon so I could not argue with the idea of a little extra income. I’ll always 
be grateful to her for that piece of advice. It, no exaggeration, changed my life. 
 
In the early 2000s, I began reading online under the handle “Baihu” on websites like 
Keen, Advice Trader, and AllExperts. Soon after that, around 2003, came 
professional readings in the Pittsburgh area including the Modern Oracle Tarot 
website and the Tarotbytes blog. From 2015 - 2017 I was honored to be a part of 
David S. Dears podcast, Menage A Tarot. In 2018, I bundled Reiki and Meditation 
tutorials from my natural health Ph.D work together with my Tarot work and 
Modern Oracle Tarot became the TaoCraft Tarot that you see today. 
 
Like everyone else in this business, I didn’t start out intending to be a professional 
“psychic” intuitive. I have a Bachelor of Science in Medical Science, which started out 
with a nice, normal 13 years of clinical experience in psychiatry and cardiology. 
Eventually I wanted to move to independent practice, and sought a Ph.D. in Natural 
Health (CCNH 2011). I’ve been a Reiki Master-practitioner in the Usui style since 
2000 and am a retired Tai Chi instructor. I’m even an online ordained minister with 
the Universal Life Church and performed a wedding for some friends once. 
 
Along with all of that, I’ve always had side-passion for writing. Being a writer at 
heart is why I can type out  email distance Tarot as easily as other psychics speak.  
I’ve written a nonfiction article about the herbal uses of dandelion for Point of Light 
magazine. I’ve had articles about Tarot in Find Your Psychic online magazine plus 



poetry published in Kindred magazine and inQuicksilver Moon, Nature’s Echoes, and 
Beloved Poets of America 1994 (Sparrowgrass Poetry Forum) anthologies. My 
self-published titles include PeaceTarot and Triquetra: The Dance of Worlds. These 
titles along with an expanded edition of “Portfolio” are available at 
www.TaoCraftTarotShop.etsy.com with more titles to come. 
 
That’s me and that’s all there is to this Tarot thing. If you have any questions, 
absolutely contact me: 
 
To order a distance reading, read the blog or see all of the latest special offers 
please visit www.TaoCraftTarot.com 
 
To schedule a party or in-person session in the south-west suburbs of Pittsburgh, 
PA, USA, or to get more information, please email TaoCraftTarot@gmail.com  
 
April 2020 Covid-19 update: Due to the pandemic, party Tarot, in-person individual 
Tarot, meditation tutorials, and small group workshops are closed until further notice. 
Distance tarot and phone readings remain open. Please visit the website for the most 
current information and announcements. 

http://www.taocrafttarotshop.etsy.com/
http://www.taocrafttarot.com/
mailto:TaoCraftTarot@gmail.com

